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Pay-to-Play: IWF Defends e-Cigs without Disclosing Funding from
e-Cig Industry

independentwomensforum.org/news/pay-to-play-iwf-defends-juul-without-disclosing-juul-funding

The Independent Women’s Forum has published more than a dozen posts advocating for
deregulation of e-cigarettes and promoting the benefits of vaping since 2018. Those pieces downplay
the adverse health effects of nicotine, an addictive substance derived from tobacco plants which has
been linked to heart disease. But there is much more to this story.

By Evan Vorpahl and Lisa Graves

Some of IWF’s claims backing e-cigs and attacking their regulation have appeared in USA Today, the
Hill, and The Washington Examiner. Its representatives have also made such claims in media
appearances on local radio stations and on the National Rifle Association’s video arm, NRATV.

But in all of these outlets IWF has failed to disclose that it has been funded by tobacco and vaping
companies determined to re-normalize the use of tobacco.

IWF/V does not disclose its corporate funders in articles. After its recent Koch funding was revealed
by others, it put the 2018 gala program on its website, with no disclosure of its history of corporate
and trade group funding.

However, we have documentation of tobacco funding since at least 2017. When it first began
accepting tobacco money is not known.

Those documents show that Philip Morris International was an underwriter in 2017. PMI’s most
famous products are cancer-causing Marlboro cigarettes. According to Reuters, Philip Morris “has
spent more than $3 billion developing new smoking platforms like iQOS,” an electric cigarette that
heats tobacco into a vapor rather than burning it.

The gala documents also show that Juul Labs and Altria were underwriters of IWF in 2018. Although
Juul markets its device as a “smoking cessation” company, one of the nation’s largest tobacco
companies, Altria, purchased a 35% stake in Juul in December, making its founders billionaires
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overnight.

The total amount of funding IWF has received from these three companies is unknown, but what is
known is that IWF routinely defends Juul and e-cigs. None of its articles since 2018 disclose that it
receives any money from this industry.

This is classic pay-to-play front group activity. It presents the arguments favorable to industry without
revealing to readers its financial ties to the corporations that would profit from the anti-regulation
position pushed by IWF.

Juul Dominates the Market and that Market Is Filled with Teens
Juul is the largest e-cig company in America, accounting for nearly 75 percent of the market. While
Juul describes itself as a company aimed at helping smokers quit, its product is a sleek, USB-like
device and they sell fruity flavors such as fruit punch, mango, and crème brule, flavors that appeal to
teens.

Alongside Juul’s meteoric rise in 2018, which saw the company go from 200 employees to over 1,500,
vaping by teens has skyrocketed. Vaping among high school students has been dubbed an epidemic
by both the FDA and Surgeon General.

In 2018 alone, tobacco use among high school students rose 38 percent and 21 percent of all high
schoolers vaped, up 78 percent from the year before. The CDC has attributed this spike in teenage
vaping to the rise in popularity of Juul.

As more young people try Juul, the frequency with which teens are vaping addictive nicotine has shot
up: 28 percent of high school students who are vaping reported doing so 20 or more times a month.

The American Heart Association has warned of negative consequences to heart health and reported
that long-term use is likely to lead to significant blood vessel damage. When Juul hit the market, its
nicotine pods contained much more nicotine than competitors, causing an industry “rush” to match
Juul’s high nicotine levels. Juul pods also contain mostly protonated nicotine, which is much less
harsh than nicotine in free-base form, allowing users to inhale much more nicotine at a time than
they would be able to otherwise.

The CDC, the FDA, and the Surgeon General of the United States have all expressed concern that Juul
is a leading cause in reversing a 20-year trend of decreased teen tobacco use.

Although Juul postures as anti-teen vaping, a study concluded that Juul’s early ad campaigns
were “patently youth oriented” and that the company had borrowed from the PR playbook of Big
Tobacco.

IWF Shills e-Cigs Without Disclosing Funding from the e-Cig
Industry
IWF downplays concerns, calling them public “alarmism” over vaping. It has even asserted that over-
regulation of e-cigarettes is the real health crisis.

Julie Gunlock is the main IWF talker who defends e-cigs. IWF posts and media do not disclose IWF’s
funding from e-cig companies.
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Her title is director of IWF’s “Center for Progress and Innovation.” In this role, Gunlock has written
extensively echoing the corporate line in pushback to commonsense regulation of chemicals in
products women, men, and children put on their skin, toxic pesticides sprayed on food, and e-cigs.

In February 2019 Gunlock penned a piece in USA Today titled “E-cigarettes are much safer than
smoking but few know it. That’s a public health tragedy.” Meanwhile, data from the CDC indicates
that vaping products are likely drawing kids to cigarettes, not away from them.

Neither Gunlock nor IWF disclosed its funding from Juul to USA Today readers. Subsequently, after
apparent complaints, the paper appended the fact of the funding to the op-ed.

IWF has received funding from the Tobacco Industry since at least 2017, but it has not disclosed
that to readers.

In 2018, as study after study demonstrated the real extent of teenage e-cigarette use, Gunlock hit the
airwaves and refused to concede that teenage vaping was a problem and rather advocated for
teaching kids about vaping from a “harm reduction” standpoint. Neither she nor IWF disclosed the
funding from Philip Morris.

Earlier this year, while fighting off regulatory efforts to curb teen abuse of e-cigs, Gunlock wrote that
“teen vaping should also be kept in perspective, rather than positioned as a dire public health
emergency” and claimed public health officials were misleading the public by calling the surge an
epidemic. She did not disclose IWF’s funding from Altria.

Gunlock has also echoed Juul’s exact talking points, such as the line that its products have “helped
millions switch from cigarettes.” What Gunlock does not mention is the number of teens who have
become addicted to nicotine because of Juul, and the consequences that may have on their long-
term health.

As Juul was beginning to dominate the e-cig market last year, Gunlock was echoing the company’s
lines when she characterized the company as small and unaffiliated with Big Tobacco, “A lot of people
just assume these big, huge tobacco companies are just coming up with these vaping products, it’s
not true… Juul is a little company. It’s a small company.” Just one month earlier, a Juul executive told
the New York Times, “We’re not a big tobacco company. We’re an independent company.”

IWF Attacked FDA Regulation of e-Cigs, Too
As the FDA sought to combat the rapid rise in teenage vaping, IWF has worked to thwart any
regulation through lobbying and public advocacy. What IWF did not mention to the FDA or public was
its funding from PMI.

In response to the FDA announcement to regulate fruity flavors, widely popular among teens,
Gunlock issued a statement critical of the move and wrote that teen vaping may be a positive
outcome if kids choose e-cigs over cigarettes.

IWF Asserts that Regulating e-Cigs Will Hurt Women

In 2017, Gunlock also submitted a comment to the FDA on behalf of IWF in favor of Philip Morris’
IQOS e-cigarette and against new proposed regulations.

IWF argued that the FDA would be “punishing women, simply for their gender” if it did not approve
Philip Morris’ e-cig device. That Big Tobacco company funded IWF that year.
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She claimed that vaping regulations are discriminatory against women, citing a study that claimed
women experience more intense cravings for the physical activity of smoking than men, which
neither the patch or gum address.

IWF has also compared regulations on e-cigarettes to sex education. Its staff director, Carrie Lukas,
wrote: “Abstinence only’ is the wrong approach to vaping products” in The Hill in 2018. Again, IWF’s
funding from the e-cig industry was not disclosed to readers of that op-ed.

Notwithstanding IWF’s PR operations in defense of e-cigs, “Juul finds itself facing public and regulatory
scrutiny from critics who say the company fueled a teen vaping ‘epidemic.’ A number of lawsuits
accuse Juul of intentionally hooking teens on nicotine, the Food and Drug Administration is
investigating the company’s marketing practices and on (May 15), the North Carolina attorney general
sued Juul,” according to CNBC.

The image accompanying this story, licensed from Getty, features e-cigarettes from a different brand than
Juul, one of the corporate funders of IWF/V that has been uncovered.
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Julie Gunlock
Director, Center for Progress and Innovation

Julie Gunlock is director of Independent Women’s Forum's center for progress and
innovation. She is the author of the book From Cupcakes to Chemicals: How the Culture
of Alarmism Makes Us Afraid of Everything and How to Fight Back.
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Before joining IWF, Gunlock served as a Professional Staff Member on the Senate
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee and on the House Homeland
Security Committee, and on the staffs of Ohio Senators Mike DeWine, George Voinovich,
and Tom Coburn. Gunlock has written about food and culture for the New York Post, the
Washington Post, New York Daily News, the Los Angeles Times, USA Today, Forbes, U.S.
News & World Report, The Washington Times, National Review Magazine, National
Interest Magazine, the Tampa Tribune, and Townhall.com and is a regular contributor to
National Review Online, BlogHer and Huffington Post. She has offered political
commentary on Fox News, TheBlaze TV and other networks and is a regular guest on
local, regional and national radio programs.

She lives in Virginia with her husband and three young, active, and perpetually hungry
boys.

Follow Julie Gunlock on Twitter

Julie Gunlock's RSS feed
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A Proposal to Lower the Voting Age to 16 Failed in Congress — Should it be
Reconsidered? • Bold TV 

March 25 2019

What Can States Do To Stop Outbreaks Due To Anti-Vaxxers? • The Lars Larson
Show 

March 8 2019
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https://www.iwf.org/media/2809182/FDA%E2%80%99s-Sharpless-will-not-be-kind-to-vaping
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https://www.iwf.org/media/2809063/Does-climate-change-influence-your-plans-for-a-future-family--%E2%80%A2-Bold-Politics-
https://www.iwf.org/media/2809031/How-the-Right-Can-Win-with-Young-People-with-Good-Policy-%E2%80%A2-Bill-Cunningham-Show
https://www.iwf.org/media/2809047/What-Happens-When-We-Are-Afraid-of-Foods--%E2%80%A2-Food-Bubble-
https://www.iwf.org/media/2809005/A-Proposal-to-Lower-the-Voting-Age-to-16-Failed-in-Congress-%E2%80%94-Should-it-be-Reconsidered--%E2%80%A2-Bold-TV
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Child Stands Up to Anti-Vaxx Parents And Gets Himself Vaccinated • Steve Gruber
Radio 

March 5 2019

Hey Connecticut, Soda Bans Don’t Make Kids Healthier! • Steve Gruber Show 

February 20 2019

The impact of mom-shaming and how to handle it with grace • The Motherside  

February 20 2019

Julie Gunlock on State of the Union Address • The Steve Gruber Show 

February 6 2019

SJW's Turned Doctors Label Masculinity as a Mental Illness • Bill Cunningham Show  

January 13 2019

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez Melts Down Over ICE Protecting Our Borders • The Steve
Gruber Show 

January 9 2019

Do Companies Take Advantage of Our New Year’s Insecurities? • Bold Life  

January 4 2019

PETA Says Eating Eggs Makes You a Bad Feminist • Steve Gruber Show  

December 27 2018

Should Santa be Gender Neutral? • Bold TV 

December 21 2018

Should We Stop Telling Our Kids About Santa? • Bold Life 
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https://www.iwf.org/media/2808865/Child-Stands-Up-to-Anti-Vaxx-Parents-And-Gets-Himself-Vaccinated-%E2%80%A2-Steve-Gruber-Radio
https://www.iwf.org/media/2808750/Hey-Connecticut,-Soda-Bans-Don%E2%80%99t-Make-Kids-Healthier!-%E2%80%A2-Steve-Gruber-Show
https://www.iwf.org/media/2808749/The-impact-of-mom-shaming-and-how-to-handle-it-with-grace-%E2%80%A2-The-Motherside
https://www.iwf.org/media/2808638/Julie-Gunlock-on-State-of-the-Union-Address-%E2%80%A2-The-Steve-Gruber-Show
https://www.iwf.org/media/2808433/SJW's-Turned-Doctors-Label-Masculinity-as-a-Mental-Illness-%E2%80%A2-Bill-Cunningham-Show
https://www.iwf.org/media/2808398/Alexandria-Ocasio-Cortez-Melts-Down-Over-ICE-Protecting-Our-Borders-%E2%80%A2-The-Steve-Gruber-Show
https://www.iwf.org/media/2808356/Do-Companies-Take-Advantage-of-Our-New-Year%E2%80%99s-Insecurities--%E2%80%A2-Bold-Life
https://www.iwf.org/media/2808311/PETA-Says-Eating-Eggs-Makes-You-a-Bad-Feminist-%E2%80%A2-Steve-Gruber-Show
https://www.iwf.org/media/2808285/Should-Santa-be-Gender-Neutral--%E2%80%A2-Bold-TV
https://www.iwf.org/media/2808221/Should-We-Stop-Telling-Our-Kids-About-Santa--%E2%80%A2-Bold-Life


December 14 2018

#151 New Vaping Report Proves There is Profit in Creating Fear Around E-
Cigarettes 

December 14 2018

Parents Should be More Involved in Kids Lunches, Not the Government • Fox &
Friends 

December 10 2018

Make Lunches Great Again: Trump Administration Rolls Back Obama Era School
Lunch Restrictions 

December 10 2018

Is the Outrage Around Rudloph the Red Nosed Reindeer Justified? • Bold Politics 

December 7 2018

Impact Farming Show - Julie Gunlock - Modern Agriculture in the culture of
alarmism 

November 28 2018

Legalizing Marijuana but Banning Nicotine? • Cam & Co. 

November 13 2018

Are Feminist Organizations Doing a Disservice to Women By Creating Safe Spaces?
• Bold Politics 

October 26 2018

All Meat for Sale is Anti-Biotic Free, Don't Believe the Scare Tactics • Cam & Co.  

October 24 2018

We Need a “National Crime Survivor Week” 
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https://www.iwf.org/media/2808219/#151-New-Vaping-Report-Proves-There-is-Profit-in-Creating-Fear-Around-E-Cigarettes
https://www.iwf.org/media/2808184/Parents-Should-be-More-Involved-in-Kids-Lunches,-Not-the-Government-%E2%80%A2-Fox-&-Friends
https://www.iwf.org/media/2808178/Make-Lunches-Great-Again:-Trump-Administration-Rolls-Back-Obama-Era-School-Lunch-Restrictions
https://www.iwf.org/media/2808167/Is-the-Outrage-Around-Rudloph-the-Red-Nosed-Reindeer-Justified--%E2%80%A2-Bold-Politics-
https://www.iwf.org/media/2808117/Impact-Farming-Show---Julie-Gunlock---Modern-Agriculture-in-the-culture-of-alarmism
https://www.iwf.org/media/2807971/Legalizing-Marijuana-but-Banning-Nicotine--%E2%80%A2-Cam-&-Co.
https://www.iwf.org/media/2807775/Are-Feminist-Organizations-Doing-a-Disservice-to-Women-By-Creating-Safe-Spaces--%E2%80%A2-Bold-Politics
https://www.iwf.org/media/2807762/All-Meat-for-Sale-is-Anti-Biotic-Free,-Don't-Believe-the-Scare-Tactics-%E2%80%A2-Cam-&-Co.
https://www.iwf.org/news/2811765/we-nee-a-national-crime-survivor-week


February 14 2020

Vape Ban - More Losers Than Winners 

January 31 2020

Setting the Record Straight on Vaping 

September 30 2019

A Vaping Ban Won’t Solve The Problem, It Will Only Make It Worse 

September 18 2019

Promising, Private Efforts to Save the Oceans 

May 3 2019

Soda Scolds Ignore the Truth: Soda Consumption is Down 

May 3 2019

Childhood obesity is more complicated than sugary drinks 

April 25 2019

A Funny Meteorologist Offers Advice on Weathering Personal Storms 

April 5 2019

How to Get Parents to Vaccinate Their Children  

April 1 2019

E-cigarettes are much safer than smoking but few know it. That's a public health
tragedy. 

February 28 2019

Limited State Action is Required to Stop Disease Outbreaks 
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https://www.iwf.org/news/2811642/vape-ban-more-losers-than-winners
https://www.iwf.org/news/2810707/Setting-the-Record-Straight-on-Vaping
https://www.iwf.org/news/2810629/A-Vaping-Ban-Won%E2%80%99t-Solve-The-Problem,-It-Will-Only-Make-It-Worse
https://www.iwf.org/news/2809350/Promising,-Private-Efforts-to-Save-the-Oceans
https://www.iwf.org/news/2809348/Soda-Scolds-Ignore-the-Truth:-Soda-Consumption-is-Down
https://www.iwf.org/news/2809280/Childhood-obesity-is-more-complicated-than-sugary-drinks
https://www.iwf.org/news/2809110/A-Funny-Meteorologist-Offers-Advice-on-Weathering-Personal-Storms-
https://www.iwf.org/news/2809064/How-to-Get-Parents-to-Vaccinate-Their-Children
https://www.iwf.org/news/2808820/smokers-should-switch-e-cigarettes-vaping-healthier-than-tobacco
https://www.iwf.org/news/2808813/Limited-State-Action-is-Required-to-Stop-Disease-Outbreaks


February 26 2019

A cocktail a day doesn't keep the doctor away, but it also won't give you cancer 

October 30 2018

Cosko Is Not An Unpaid Intern 

October 6 2018

Opioids: Parents should know about real dangers facing kids 

September 10 2018

Eliminating Straws is About the Stupidest Thing Starbucks Can Do for the Planet 

July 11 2018

Michael Bloomberg should embrace vaping to support World No Tobacco Day 

May 30 2018

Outraged 'woke' Americans: A new national embarrassment 

May 4 2018

How to Talk Politics Without Starting Fights and Ruining Relationships 

April 27 2018

While Obama pushed 'restorative justice' in schools, the Parkland shooter got a
free pass 

April 16 2018

Utah’s 'free range' law necessary in today's punitive parenting culture 

March 30 2018
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https://www.iwf.org/news/2807803/A-cocktail-a-day-doesn't-keep-the-doctor-away,-but-it-also-won't-give-you-cancer
https://www.iwf.org/news/2807626/Cosko-Is-Not-An-Unpaid-Intern
https://www.iwf.org/news/2807395/Opioids:-Parents-should-know-about-real-dangers-facing-kids
https://www.iwf.org/news/2806918/Eliminating-Straws-is-About-the-Stupidest-Thing-Starbucks-Can-Do-for-the-Planet
https://www.iwf.org/news/2806624/Michael-Bloomberg-should-embrace-vaping-to-support-World-No-Tobacco-Day
https://www.iwf.org/news/2806438/Outraged-'woke'-Americans:-A-new-national-embarrassment
https://www.iwf.org/news/2806394/How-to-Talk-Politics-Without-Starting-Fights-and-Ruining-Relationships--
https://www.iwf.org/news/2806301/While-Obama-pushed-'restorative-justice'-in-schools,-the-Parkland-shooter-got-a-free-pass
https://www.iwf.org/news/2806183/Utah%E2%80%99s-'free-range'-law-necessary-in-today's-punitive-parenting-culture


Don't mandate, but nudge parents hard to vaccinate their kids  

March 29 2018

Parents Are Being Fed Misinformation About The National Gun Control Walkout 

March 13 2018

It’s time for Sheriff Scott Israel to be put in a time out  

February 28 2018

Food Allergy Activists Allergic to Jokes 

February 22 2018

Oprah’s ‘Truth’ and Its Potentially Deadly Consequences 

January 11 2018

Bob Geldof Should Write a New Tune: Do They Know They’re Starving? 

December 22 2017

What London Could Learn From Los Angeles About Banning Fast Food 

December 12 2017

The Disney Channel is no longer safe for our kids 

December 8 2017

Samizdat GOOP Memo Reveals Plans for Image Makeover 

November 28 2017

No, Bolshevik Parents Weren’t Early Free Rangers 

November 7 2017
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https://www.iwf.org/news/2806179/Don't-mandate,-but-nudge-parents-hard-to-vaccinate-their-kids
https://www.iwf.org/news/2806038/Parents-Are-Being-Fed-Misinformation-About-The-National-Gun-Control-Walkout
https://www.iwf.org/news/2805940/It%E2%80%99s-time-for-Sheriff-Scott-Israel-to-be-put-in-a-time-out
https://www.iwf.org/news/2805902/Food-Allergy-Activists-Allergic-to-Jokes
https://www.iwf.org/news/2805524/Oprah%E2%80%99s-%E2%80%98Truth%E2%80%99-and-Its-Potentially-Deadly-Consequences
https://www.iwf.org/news/2805416/Bob-Geldof-Should-Write-a-New-Tune:-Do-They-Know-They%E2%80%99re-Starving-
https://www.iwf.org/news/2805348/What-London-Could-Learn-From-Los-Angeles-About-Banning-Fast-Food
https://www.iwf.org/news/2805334/The-Disney-Channel-is-no-longer-safe-for-our-kids
https://www.iwf.org/news/2805249/Samizdat-GOOP-Memo-Reveals-Plans-for-Image-Makeover
https://www.iwf.org/news/2805137/No,-Bolshevik-Parents-Weren%E2%80%99t-Early-Free-Rangers


Moms Are Key to Success In Green Agitation 

October 19 2017

The Moral Emptiness of Hollywood Moms 

October 16 2017

Is There A Merit Badge for Gender Denial? 

October 12 2017

Now, Even Your Dinner is Supposed to be Part of the #Resistance 

October 10 2017

GOOP and the Media’s Double Standard on Pseudoscience 

September 15 2017

Politics in the classroom 

September 12 2017

Why Do Former GMO Execs Lead An Anti-GMO Lab? It’s Not A Change Of Heart  

September 7 2017

No, ‘Wonder Woman’ isn’t a ‘step backwards’  

August 28 2017

Male Fertility Is Not In Crisis Because Of Plastic 

August 2 2017

Is Your Child Safe From Antivaccine Activists? 

August 1 2017

16/19

https://www.iwf.org/news/2805008/Moms-Are-Key-to-Success-In-Green-Agitation
https://www.iwf.org/news/2804979/The-Moral-Emptiness-of-Hollywood-Moms
https://www.iwf.org/news/2804948/Is-There-A-Merit-Badge-for-Gender-Denial-
https://www.iwf.org/news/2804922/Now,-Even-Your-Dinner-is-Supposed-to-be-Part-of-the-#Resistance
https://www.iwf.org/news/2804748/GOOP-and-the-Media%E2%80%99s-Double-Standard-on-Pseudoscience
https://www.iwf.org/news/2804716/Politics-in-the-classroom
https://www.iwf.org/news/2804683/Why-Do-Former-GMO-Execs-Lead-An-Anti-GMO-Lab--It%E2%80%99s-Not-A-Change-Of-Heart
https://www.iwf.org/news/2804622/No,-%E2%80%98Wonder-Woman%E2%80%99-isn%E2%80%99t-a-%E2%80%98step-backwards%E2%80%99
https://www.iwf.org/news/2804462/Male-Fertility-Is-Not-In-Crisis-Because-Of-Plastic
https://www.iwf.org/news/2804448/Is-Your-Child-Safe-From-Antivaccine-Activists-


Lassie Came Home. Lena Dunham’s Rescue Dog? ‘Re-Homed’ When He Became
Inconvenient 

July 11 2017

The Holderness Family Embraces Helicopter Parenting this Summer (But I Still Love
Them!) 

June 30 2017

Why It’s Hilariously Hypocritical For Food And Wine To Lecture About The BLT’s
Carbon Footprint 

June 28 2017

Say Anything. . . Just Not to a Mom? 

June 26 2017

Dr. Gwyneth and Her Goop Will See You Now 

June 19 2017

Jerry Seinfeld Isn’t Disgusted Enough With Kardashian-Style Reality Television 

June 19 2017

Why The Baby Industry Really Doesn’t Want Newborns To Sleep In Cardboard
Boxes 

June 12 2017

Jerry Seinfeld Reminds the World that Hugging Shouldn’t be Compulsory 

June 8 2017

Hey, Michelle Obama: If You Have a Personal Chef, Don’t Criticize Regular
Americans’ Food Choices 

May 18 2017
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https://www.iwf.org/news/2804285/Lassie-Came-Home.-Lena-Dunham%E2%80%99s-Rescue-Dog--%E2%80%98Re-Homed%E2%80%99-When-He-Became-Inconvenient
https://www.iwf.org/news/2804229/The-Holderness-Family-Embraces-Helicopter-Parenting-this-Summer-(But-I-Still-Love-Them!)
https://www.iwf.org/news/2804196/Why-It%E2%80%99s-Hilariously-Hypocritical-For-Food-And-Wine-To-Lecture-About-The-BLT%E2%80%99s-Carbon-Footprint
https://www.iwf.org/news/2804180/Say-Anything.-.-.-Just-Not-to-a-Mom-
https://www.iwf.org/news/2804131/Dr.-Gwyneth-and-Her-Goop-Will-See-You-Now
https://www.iwf.org/news/2804124/Jerry-Seinfeld-Isn%E2%80%99t-Disgusted-Enough-With-Kardashian-Style-Reality-Television
https://www.iwf.org/news/2804078/Why-The-Baby-Industry-Really-Doesn%E2%80%99t-Want-Newborns-To-Sleep-In-Cardboard-Boxes
https://www.iwf.org/news/2804063/Jerry-Seinfeld-Reminds-the-World-that-Hugging-Shouldn%E2%80%99t-be-Compulsory
https://www.iwf.org/news/2803672/Hey,-Michelle-Obama:-If-You-Have-a-Personal-Chef,-Don%E2%80%99t-Criticize-Regular-Americans%E2%80%99-Food-Choices


Babies, Bugs, and a Great Big Scare 

May 18 2017

Takeaways: Vaccines and Measles Outbreaks 

June 24 2019

Policy Focus: Vaccines and Measles Outbreaks 

June 14 2019

Policy Focus: E-Cigarettes: When Regulatory Overkill Actually Kills 

May 24 2017

Fact Sheet: Food Dyes 

October 18 2016

Fact Sheet: Bisphenol-A (BPA) 

October 12 2016

Fact Sheet: Genetically Modified Food (GMOs) 

October 12 2016

Policy Focus: FDA's Unhealthy Anti Salt Agenda 

June 23 2016

Policy Focus: Soda Taxes 

March 28 2016

Policy Focus: Unhealthy Consequences of Government Nutrition Initiatives 

June 19 2015
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https://www.iwf.org/news/2803690/Babies,-Bugs,-and-a-Great-Big-Scare
https://www.iwf.org/publications/2809876/Takeaways:-Vaccines-and-Measles-Outbreaks
https://www.iwf.org/publications/2809807/Policy-Focus:-Vaccines-and-Measles-Outbreaks
https://www.iwf.org/publications/2803739/Policy-Focus:-E-Cigarettes:-When-Regulatory-Overkill-Actually-Kills
https://www.iwf.org/publications/2801802/Fact-Sheet:-Food-Dyes
https://www.iwf.org/publications/2801718/Fact-Sheet:-Bisphenol-A-(BPA)
https://www.iwf.org/publications/2801717/Fact-Sheet:-Genetically-Modified-Food-(GMOs)
https://www.iwf.org/publications/2800619/Policy-Focus:-FDA's-Unhealthy-Anti-Salt-Agenda
https://www.iwf.org/publications/2799705/Policy-Focus:-Soda-Taxes
https://www.iwf.org/publications/2797475/Policy-Focus:-Unhealthy-Consequences-of-Government-Nutrition-Initiatives


Policy Focus: Political Agendas Versus Sound Nutrition 

June 15 2014

Alarmism about Genetically Modified Foods 

December 17 2012

Policy Brief #29: Obama's New Engagement Policy Is Costing the U.S. Allies and
Risking National Security 

March 3 2010

Policy Brief #23: Lawmakers Shouldn't Promote Waste in the Name of Homeland
Security 

July 14 2009

Independent Women's Forum is an educational 501(c)(3) dedicated to developing
and advancing policies that aren’t just well intended, but actually enhance people’s
freedom, choices, and opportunities. IWF is the sister organization of the
Independent Women’s Voice.
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https://www.iwf.org/news/2432943/Policy-Brief-#23:-Lawmakers-Shouldn't-Promote-Waste-in-the-Name-of-Homeland-Security


iwf.org/about

Home / About

About IWF
Independent Women's Forum is an educational 501(c)(3) dedicated to developing and
advancing policies that aren’t just well-intended, but actually enhance people’s freedom,
choices, and opportunities. We work every day to engage and inform women and create
a community to discuss how policy issues – including paid leave, health care, taxes,
energy, minimum wage, and education – impact them and their families. 

The Women Of Independent Women's Forum
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Hadley Heath Manning 
Director of Policy
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Heather Madden 
Director of Operations and Policy Research
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https://www.iwf.org/about/heather-madden


Julie Gunlock 
Director, Center for Progress and Innovation

Charlotte Hays 
Director of Cultural Programs, Senior Editor

Jennifer C. Braceras 
Director, Independent Women's Law Center

Patrice Lee Onwuka 
Senior Policy Analyst

Inez Feltscher Stepman 
Senior Policy Analyst

Erin Hawley 
Senior Legal Fellow, Independent Women’s Law Center

Charlotte Whelan 
Policy Research Assistant
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SENIOR FELLOWS:
IWF wants women to be able to express their own opinions freely and encourages a
robust debate on the issues facing our country. Our senior fellows are passionate about
the cause of improving society and helping people live better lives. We promote our
senior fellows because we believe these women are doing excellent work and deserve a
platform to be heard. Although affiliated with IW, the views and opinions expressed by
each fellow are her own and may not reflect the official position of the organization. If
you are interested in a fellowship at IWF, please click this link to our application.
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Christina Villegas 
Senior Fellow

IWF Board of Directors:
Heather R. Higgins - Chairman
Yvonne S. Boice
Tarren Bragdon
Giovanna Cugnasca
The Hon. Nan Hayworth 
Mike Leven
Abby Moffat
Myles Pollin

IWF Board of Directors Emeritae:
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Kellyanne Conway
Larry Kudlow
Michaelon Wright

IWF Leadership Circle:
Sabrina Schaeffer - Leadership Circle Chair
Mindy Berry
Andrea Bottner
Krista Cupp
Kelly Cushman
Susanna Dokupil
Lisa Gable
Windi Grimes
Jennifer Higgins
Clark Judge
Laura Cox Kaplan 
Anne Kolton
Claudette Lajam
Kate Pomeroy
Mercedes Schlapp
Sandra Swirski
Janie Tisdale

IWF Directors Emeritae:
Lynne V. Cheney 
Midge Decter 
Kimberly O. Dennis 
Wendy Lee Gramm 
Randy P. Kendrick 
Elizabeth Lurie (deceased)
Kate O'Beirne (deceased)
Louise V. Oliver 
Sally Pipes 
Nancy M. Pfotenhauer
R. Gaull Silberman (deceased)
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