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FIGURE: Percentage of women breast-feeding at three
months by smoking rate.

confounders, we used discriminant function
analysis. Low birth weight, mother's smoking rate,
and reported illness of infant were selected in the
analysis as independent variables. Parity, educa-
tionallevel, partner's occupation (ranked by the
Congalton seven-point scale) and reported lack of
sleep were not selected in the analysis as
independent predictors of feeding status.

This study was small, post hoc and included an
incomplete set of the factors which conceivably
might confound an association between maternal
smoking and a shortened duration of breast-
feeding- However, the study was prospective,
confirmed self-reported smoking by biochemical
testing, and minimized potential confounders by
comparing current smokers with former smokers.






