No e-Cig has the required approval; Ergo they are all illegal
They should be seized at Customs
QED

http://www.emsd.gov.hk/emsd/eng/pps/electricity pub epsr.shtml
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OUTLINE OF ELECTRICAL PRODUCTS (SAFETY)
REGULATION

Introduction

The Electrical Products (Safety) Regulation (the "Regulation™), made
under the Electricity Ordinance, Cap. 406, provides statutory control
over the safety of all household electrical products supplied in Hong
Kong with the objective to enhance public safety in the use of these
products. Apart from those provisions in relation to the requirement of
"certificate of safety compliance" for electrical products, individual
provisions of the Regulation have come into operation since 24 October
1997 and 29 May 1998 respectively. The effective date when the
provisions in relation to the "certificate of safety compliance" and the
amendments made to the Regulation by the Electrical Products (Safety)
(Amendment) Regulation 2000 come into operation is 1 December
2000.

Application
The Regulation applies to all electrical products that are:

a. designed for household use; and
supplied in Hong Kong (including those imported,
manufactured locally or intended for use outside Hong
Kong).

Note : "Supply" means

(1)
to sell or hire out the electrical product;

(2)
to offer, keep, or exhibit the electrical product for sale or
for hiring out;

(3)
to exchange or dispose of the electrical product for any
consideration;

(4)
to transmit, convey or deliver the electrical product in
pursuance of (i) a sale, (i) a hiring out, or (iii) an exchange
or disposal for any consideration; or

(5)
for commercial purposes, to give the electrical product as a
prize or to make a gift of such a product.

The Regulation does not apply to an electrical product which is:
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under transhipment or in transit through Hong Kong;
manufactured in Hong Kong for export;

supplied for reconditioning;

supplied as scrap;

a travel adaptor;

supplied in a place other than Hong Kong under a sale
agreement entered into in Hong Kong; or

g. supplied as part of or in connection with a disposition of
any premises unless the disposition is the first disposition
made prior to the first occupation of the premises.
"Disposition" includes a sale, lease, licence and permission
to occupy.
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In addition, the Regulation does not apply to electrical products which
are operated at extra low voltage, i.e. not exceeding 50V a.c. or 120V
dc..

Compliance with Safety Requirements

The Regulation requires that all household electrical products shall
comply with the "essential safety requirements" to protect users from
hazards arising from the electrical products and hazards which may be
caused by external influences on the electrical products.

Under the Regulation, certain types of household electrical products
which are of special nature and more liable to cause hazards are
classified as "prescribed products”. These types of products shall
comply with the "specific safety requirements™ in addition to the
"essential safety requirements”. Prescribed products include plugs,
adaptors, lampholders, flexible cords, extension units and unvented
thermal storage type electric water heaters. Household electrical
products other than these 6 types of prescribed products are considered
to be "non-prescribed products". For some particular types of electrical
products, certain additional safety requirements are stipulated in the
Regulation. For instance, a 110V a.c. electrical product shall carry a
warning label.

The applicable safety requirements of the Regulation are shown in
Appendix 1.

Certificate of Safety Compliance

The Regulation requires suppliers to ensure that a "certificate of
safety compliance' has been issued in respect of an electrical
product designed for household use before it can be supplied in the
market.

For a non-prescribed product, the following will be accepted as a
certificate of safety compliance:

a. adeclaration of conformity issued by the product
manufacturer; or

b. a declaration of conformity issued by a "recognized
manufacturer"; or

c. acertificate or test report issued by a "recognized
certification body".
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For a prescribed product, only the document as stated in either (b) or
(c) above will be accepted as a certificate of safety compliance.

For the criteria for applying as a recognized certification
body/recognized manufacturer or for their registers, please visit
EMSD's webpages on "How to Apply" and "Registers".

Recall

The Regulation empowers the Director of Electrical & Mechanical
Services (DEMS) to require the supplier of any electrical product,
which is found not complying with the applicable safety requirements,
to notify those to whom he has supplied the product of the hazardous
defects in the product, to accept a return of the product, to refund the
purchasers, and to notify the public of the matter through television,
newspapers and other effective means.

For voluntary recall by suppliers, please refer to the "Guidelines on
Voluntary Recall of Electrical Products Not Complying with the Safety
Requirements”.

Guidance Notes

The "Guidance Notes for the Electrical Products (Safety) Regulation”
is published to provide a guide for suppliers of electrical products to
understand the requirements of the Regulation. Lists of international/
national standards that are deemed to satisfy the applicable safety
requirements of the Regulation are included in the Guidance Notes.
Household electrical products that are manufactured and tested to these
safety standards, or other compatible standards that fulfil the applicable
safety requirements of the Regulation, will be accepted.

Penalties

A person who contravenes the Regulation or supplies an electrical
product that is prohibited to be supplied by DEMS is liable to a fine of
$100,000 and imprisonment for 1 year on first conviction; and a fine of
$500,000 and imprisonment for 2 years on subsequent conviction.

A person who supplies an electrical product for which no certificate of
safety compliance has been issued is liable to a fine of $10,000.

Enquiries
Enquiries about the Regulation should be addressed to:

Electricity Legislation Division

Electrical & Mechanical Services Department (EMSD)

The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
3 Kai Shing Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong

Tel: 1823 Citizen's Easy Link (Enquiries hotline)

Fax:(852) 2895 4929

Email: info@emsd.gov.hk

August 2000 Edition

Note : This is NOT a legal document and is prepared for general
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information only.
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Appendix 1

The applicable safety requirements under the Electrical Products
(Safety) Regulation can generally be classified into three main types.
They are summarised as follows:

1. Essential Safety Requirements

All electrical products shall be:

a. properly marked, assembled, connected and
insulated;

b. designed and constructed to prevent electrical and
non-electrical danger;

c. designed and constructed to prevent danger
arising from temperatures, arcs, radiation and
hazardous materials; and

d. designed and constructed to meet the expected
mechanical requirements, to resist non-
mechanical influences in expected environmental
conditions, to cater for foreseeable conditions of
overload and to have such stability that it can be
maintained in a specific position.

2. Specific Safety Requirements

For prescribed products (which include plugs, adaptors,
lampholders, flexible cords, extension units and unvented
thermal storage type electric water heaters), in addition to the
"essential safety requirements”, they have to comply with the
"specific safety requirements", which are generally
summarised as follows:

a.  Plugs shall generally be 3-rectangular-pin 13A
plugs to BS1363 or 3-round-pin 5A or 15A plugs to
BS546, in order to match with the socket systems
in Hong Kong. For electrical products designed for
connecting to shaver supply units, such as electric
tooth brushes, the plugs shall be 2-pin reversible
type to BS4573 or EN50075.

b.  Adaptors shall generally be 15A, 13A or 5A type to
BS1363 or BS546, in order to match with the
socket systems in Hong Kong.

c.  Regarding lampholders, which include the Bayonet
lampholders and Edison screw lampholders, they
shall be provided with suitable marking, complying
with relevant standards and of appropriate
materials. For examples, the construction and
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dimensions of the lampholders shall comply with
IEC60061-2, etc.

d. The requirements for flexible cords include mainly
the marking requirements on the outer sheath, the
requirements on colour identification, conductors
and insulation, and complying with the relevant
standards. For example, the thickness of the
insulation shall not be less than the figures given in
IEC60227 and IEC60245, etc.

e. The requirements for extension units consist of
those for plugs, flexible cords and sockets as
mentioned above.

f.  Regarding unvented thermal storage type electric
water heaters, besides the requirements for
marking and installation instruction, they shall be
provided with adequate protective devices and
shall have a guaranteed test pressure.

3. Applicable Safety Requirements for Particular Types of
Electrical Products

"Applicable Safety Requirements for Particular Types of
Electrical Products" mainly include the following:

a. All electrical appliances shall be class | or class Il
products.

b.  For an electrical product which is designed to
receive power from a mains socket, the plug shall
conform to the "Specific Safety Requirements".

c. Foraclass Il product provided with an IEC 2-pin
plug, the plug shall either be changed to an
appropriate 3-pin type or be fitted with a suitable
adaptor, before it can be supplied in Hong Kong.

d. Foradirect plug-in type electrical product, the
plug-pin shall be of 3-pin design complying with
the prescribed requirements.

e. Foran electrical product which is designed to
receive power from a shaver supply unit to BS3535
Part 1, the plug pins shall conform to BS4573 or
EN50075.

f.  For an electrical product which is designed solely
for use at a voltage of less than 200V a.c., for
example a 110V product, as it is not suitable for
direct connection to the 220V domestic supply
system in Hong Kong, it shall carry a warning label
as shown below, when it is supplied in Hong Kong:
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Electronic Cigarettes Are Ruled lllegal Mar 5th, 2009

Two arrested at Sham Shui Po shop for selling unregistered ‘quit-smoking’ products Amy
Nip and Agnes Lam — Mar 05, 2009 — SCMP

)
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Electronic cigarettes are an unregistered pharmaceutical product and it is illegal for the public to possess
them, the Health Department warns. Two people were arrested for selling electronic cigarettes, Health
Department director Lam Ping-yan said at a press conference yesterday. The items in question are
cigarette-shaped electronic devices that atomise nicotine into an aerosol. No burning is involved in the
process. The Health Department and police raided an appliance shop yesterday in Apliu Street, Sham
Shui Po, arrested two people and seized nine types of products. They included atomisers and “smoke
cartridges”, which are refill products. The two people arrested were a manager and a store employee.
Under the Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance, electronic cigarettes containing nicotine and marketed as
products to help people quit smoking are pharmaceutical items that require registration with the Health
Department.

None of the electronic cigarettes sold in the city is registered and it is illegal to sell or possess the
product. Anyone who sells or possesses the products is liable to a HK$100,000 fine and two years in
prison. “Keeping such products at home is not allowed,” Dr Lam said. “Anybody who has them should
dump them quickly. If they don’t know how to deal with them, they can hand them to the Health
Department. Department staff will dispose them.” Using the unregistered product was dangerous, he
warned. “It is hard to predict how asthma patients or people with respiratory illnesses would react” to
using them, Dr Lam said. “We found a high level of nicotine in the electronic cigarettes. There is 36
milligrams of nicotine in one smoke cartridge, higher than in one pack of cigarettes.”

A pack of cigarettes had an average 14 to 15 milligrams of nicotine. It was difficult to ban Net ads for
electronic cigarettes, Dr Lam said. They cost about 200 yuan (HK$230) on one mainland website. Mr
Chiu, whose shop was raided two days ago, said the Health Department had seized his stock of electronic
cigarettes. “The electronic cigarettes have been quite popular recently,” he said. “Health Department
officers came to my shop and seized all my stocks after I was interviewed by reporters. “The officers said
all electronic cigarettes had to undergo examination. I don’t understand why. These products are helping
smokers. I want to help smokers.” He said most electronic cigarettes were made on the mainland and the



products were very popular in Europe. “I don’t see why the government has to ban the sale of electronic
cigarettes. How can these products be bad for people when they help people quit smoking

News» Hong Kong HEALTH
Hong Kong anti-smoking watchdog urges ban on e-cigarettes
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Just 1.8 per cent of Hongkongers have used an e-cigarette. Photo: Reuters

Hong Kong’s anti-smoking watchdog is calling for a ban on electronic cigarettes due to both proven and
unknown health risks from using the devices. The Council on Smoking and Health (COSH) said a “nip in the
bud” approach was necessary — even though just 1.8 per cent of people in the city had used an electronic
cigarette, according to a University of Hong Kong survey. The telephone survey was compiled between May
and September last year. The 2,400 respondents included smokers, ex-smokers and people who had never
smoked, with each group comprising about one third of the total. Results showed that among people who had
never smoked, 3.6 per cent of respondents aged between 15 and 29 had used e-cigarettes — more than three
times higher than the average of 1 per cent for the group. Young people are particularly vulnerable as e-
cigarettes are usually marketed as the “affordable alternative” to traditional cigarettes, and the targets of
marketing campaigns, COSH said. A government-commissioned survey of smoking among more than 45,000
secondary school students from 2012 to 2013 found that about 1 per cent of secondary school pupils had used
e-cigarettes. E-cigarettes — the “personal vaporisers” used as an alternative to tobacco — can be legally sold in
Hong Kong, except those containing nicotine. Any product containing more than 0.1 per cent nicotine is
required to be registered with the Health Department, but no e-cigarettes have yet been listed. Professor
Daniel Ho Sai-yin, of the department of community medicine at HKU’s school of public health, said new
findings that e-cigarettes contain harmful ingredients keep emerging. We cannot start banning [e-cigarettes]
only after hundreds of thousands of people have been killed Professor Daniel Ho “We cannot start banning [e-
cigarettes] only after hundreds of thousands of people have been killed,” Ho said.

“In the 1980s, Hong Kong managed to ban smokeless tobacco before it became popular, so that’s why today
we don’t see any cases of people who have cancer because they chew such tobacco.” Apart from nicotine,
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which causes addiction, Ho said e-cigarettes had also been found to contain carcinogenic chemicals such as
formaldehyde after ingredients were heated at high temperature. The council also dismissed as “misleading”
many claims made by e-cigarette manufacturers that their products help smokers quit traditional cigarettes, or
that they are non-addictive or even eco-friendly. Citing World Health Organisation advice that calls for similar
regulations on e-cigarettes as those that now exist for traditional cigarettes, the council advocates a total ban of
the devices from sale, advertising, promotion and sponsorship, to distribution, importation and manufacturing.
Currently, some 13 countries including Singapore, Thailand and Brazil have imposed a complete ban on e-
cigarettes.

MORE:

www.emsd.gov.hk/emsd/eng/pps/electricity pub epsr.shtml

None has a Certificate of Safety Compliance hence cannot be legally sold here!

Here is why: they explode, start fires and kill people! Hundreds of examples online

http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/weird-news/video-watch-e-cigarette-explode-set-3388651

http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/E-cig-Explosion-Santa-Ana-hand-295729771.html

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-26958397

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/electronic-cigarette-explodes-in-mans-mouth-causes-serious-injuries/

http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-merseyside-28701515

http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/5992812/E-cigarette-explosion-nearly-blows-David-
Aspinalls-legs-off.html

http://news.sky.com/story/1315474/man-dies-after-e-cigarette-explodes-into-flames

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2442715/E-cigarette-explosion-causes-Wisconsin-home.html

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2991815/Man-sues-e-cigarette-store-1million-batteries-explode-
cargo-shorts-send-sparks-flying-crotch-kickball-game.html

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/calls-for-safety-warnings-after-exploding-ecigarette-
chargers-cause-more-than-100-fires-9862857.html

http://ktla.com/2015/03/10/e-cigarette-explodes-in-santa-ana-mans-hand-partially-lodging-in-ceiling/

http://www.myfoxla.com/story/28338947/man-injured-bed-catches-fire-after-e-cigarette-explodes
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