Advisory Committee on Business Appointments
G/5 Ground Floor, 1 Horse Guards Rd, London, SW1A 2HQ UK
Tel 020 7271 0842
acoba@acoba.gov.uk
4th May 2015
Dear Sir,
Our enquiry concerns the following person: Mr Dave Hartnett - Permanent Secretary for Tax at HM
Revenue and Customs (HMRC) : retirement in July 2012.
‘Approval for Dave Hartnett CB, former Permanent Secretary for Tax, HM Revenue and Customs, on
business appointments after leaving Crown service’.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/acoba-recommendation-dave-hartnett-permanent-secretary-for-tax-hm-revenue-and-customs

Shows only 4 listed Acoba permissions granted to Mr Hartnett.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dave_Hartnett
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/may/28/dave-hartnett-one-sweetheart-deal-too-many

Our query is: whether any ACOBA permission was granted to Mr Hartnett to work as a director of ITIC
(International Tax and Investment Center) since 2013?
http://iticnet.org/about
http://www.iticnet.org/images/TaxAdministrationPrioritiesInEmergingAndFrontierMarkets.pdf Oct 2014
http://www.iticnet.org/programs/eurasia/eurasia-tax-forum-library 16 July 2014
Managing Tax Disputes by Dave Hartnett, former
Permanent Secretary, HMRC and Member, ITIC
16 Jul, 112.61
Board of Directors
2014 kB
This organisation lists Mr Hartnett as a director and has published documents allegedly penned by him on its
website w.e.f. July 2014 as shown at the above links.
http://iticnet.org/about/corporate-documents
Meeting transcripts show Mr Hartnett jointly chaired the meeting of directors of the ITIC company in October 2013
and also October 2014.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmselect/cmpubadm/404/404.pdf
The former directorship in 2013 seems to conflict with the timeframe of 2 years after his leaving public office.
http://www.iticnet.org/file/document/watch/3947
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http://www.iticnet.org/Sponsors_BoardOfDirectors
On the list of directors of the ITIC organisation are representatives of 4 major international tobacco
corporations (as well as major liquor, beverage, food and oil corporations, lawyers and accountancy
firms).
ITIC states:
“The Benefits of ITIC Sponsorship
- ITIC sponsors receive timely information on tax and investment laws, decrees, and regulations.
- ITIC sponsors have the opportunity to develop relationships with and to gain special access to
partner country policy makers and legislators.
- ITIC sponsors have a unique opportunity to affect the policy making and lawmaking process and the
investment climates in partner countries”
http://www.iticnet.org/Sponsors_Roster
Likewise the list of Sponsors of the ITIC organisation shows the same corporations from which said
directors to the ITIC board were appointed.
http://www.tobaccotactics.org/index.php/International_Tax_and_Investment_Center
Self explanatory information from the University of Bath regarding ITIC
“‘ITIC reported that its principle asset was in providing its sponsors a seat at the policy-making table”
http://www.who.int/tobacco/mpower/raise_taxes/en/ WHO Guidelines on major importance of excise tax
Raise taxes on tobacco

Overview
Increasing the price of tobacco through higher taxes is the single most effective way to encourage tobacco users to quit and
prevent children from starting to smoke. Taxes on inexpensive tobacco products should be equivalent to higher-priced
products, such as premium-brand cigarettes, to prevent substitution in consumption. Taxes need to be increased regularly to
correct for inflation and consumer purchasing power. Tobacco taxes are generally well accepted by the public and raise
government revenues. Allocating tax revenues for tobacco control and other important health and social programmes further
increases their popularity.

http://www.fctc.org/what-is-the-fctc/country-ratification-map
UK is a ratified party to the WHO’s FCTC Treaty and is bound by this international instrument.
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http://www.smokefreepartnership.eu/documents/briefing-article-53-fctc-global-treaty-global-problem
http://www.who.int/fctc/guidelines/adopted/article_5_3/en/

Article 5.3 of the FCTC Treaty provides parties with specific guidelines on dealing with tobacco
organisations and their front groups.
Accordingly our organisation queries the reasoning in permitting a person with Mr Hartnett’s deep
confidential knowledge of UK and international Customs and taxation policies, to join an organisation,
apparently a representative front group for its sponsors, including tobacco companies, which seeks to
‘obtain a seat at the policy making table’, forbidden to tobacco companies under Article 5.3 and in ITIC’s
own words :
-

“ITIC sponsors have the opportunity to develop relationships with and to gain special access to
partner country policy makers and legislators.
ITIC sponsors have a unique opportunity to affect the policy making and lawmaking process and the
investment climates in partner countries”

Tobacco excise and other forms of taxation are a proven preventative health measure.
Likewise liquor excise tax measures can be seen as a preventative health measure.
Any ITIC attempts to influence any Government policy decisions on tobacco and alcohol excise taxation
would prima facie, seek to defeat such Governmental preventative health policies.
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/82886136-a243-11e4-bbb8-00144feab7de.html#axzz3Z8Jy4DnE
Moreover it would not be advisable for former HM Govt senior staff to become advisers to front groups
for organisations that then seek to use such advice to the detriment of HM Government.
Yours faithfully,
James Middleton
James Middleton
Chairman
www.cleartheair.org.hk
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