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10 Most Expensive Countries to Buy Cigarettes in the World 

By Vincent Roy in Lists    Published: July 24, 2015 at 9:04 pm 

Smokers are definitely having more difficulty coping with the prices in these 10 most expensive countries to buy cigarettes in 

the world. For some countries in the world, prices of cigarettes are constantly increasing. There are some places that price 

cigarettes are so high, they cost 10 times more than in other countries. This has caused a lot of complaints and a lot of 

problems for regular smokers. Some people have resorted to buying from other countries while others take advantage of illegal 

vendors who sell for a significantly lower price. There is actually a reasonable cause for this price hike. 

Governments have come clean on the fact that the increase in prices and taxes for cigarettes and other tobacco related 

products is due to the fact that the number of smokers is increasing. The increasing number of smokers threatens a lot of 

citizens’ health and the increase of prices hopes to lessen users by discouraging them through high prices. You’ll notice that 

these prices are often paired with high costs of living. As such these high prices are more prevalent in the Top 15 Expensive 

Countries in the World- 2014. Interestingly, smoking was actually promoted a lot until research proved that smoking caused 

diseases like lung cancer. 

These countries are ranked based on how much you’ll spend on average for a pack of cigarettes. You’ll find that some countries 

really push the prices to the extreme. Let’s find out more as we go through these 10 most expensive countries to buy cigarettes 

in the world.  (This list omits Ireland which currently costs around 10 Euros per pack (USD 10.97) 

http://www.cigaretteprices.net/ 
 

Whereas in Hong Kong which has a higher cost of living than any of these places, the cost of a pack varies 
between: Double Happiness HKD 43 – HKD 52/56 Marlboro  (US$ 5.51 – US$ 7.18)- which means tobacco 
elasticity in Hong Kong is easily affordable for youth and has little deterrent effect and unadjusted for inflation, 
whilst the cost to society is in excess of HK$73 billion per year versus excise taxation income of only HK$ 5 billion 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2563564/ per year. 

 
 

10. Sweden 

Average cigarette pack price: $8.15 

In Sweden, the preferred tobacco is the high-quality smokeless tobacco which increases the prices of cigarettes significantly. It 

is also heavily debated whether or not cigarettes should be banned in the country. Because of this retailers are taking steps and 

are not stocking up too much just in case the law changes. 
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9. Papua New Guinea 

Average cigarette pack price: $8.23 

A study done in PNG suggests that over the years, quality of cigarette production has decreased. It means that it is more likely 

that one will catch a disease with the quality of cigarettes now compared to before. The government has also seen fit to 

increase the prices of cigarettes to lessen smokers and improve overall health. 

 

8. Switzerland 

Average cigarette pack price: $8.77 

Because of the actions done by the government in the country, the population experiences a lesser amount of smokers. The 

government widely promotes anti-smoking and has banned it in most public places. That along with the increase of tax and 

prices makes it very hard for smokers. It is interesting to note that Switzerland was once one of the highest consumers of 

cigarettes in the world. 

 

7. France 

Average cigarette pack price: $8.83 

Cigarette prices in France have been constantly increasing, with increases coming as often as every year. The increase has been 

little tough and there are some people that have been protesting about it. 

 

6. Canada 

Average cigarette pack price: $9.26 

Smokers in Canada are really pushed to quit with cigarettes heavily taxed in the country. Prices here double that of those you 

can find in the US. This is especially true when you’re living in Ontario where there is an additional charge for buying a packet of 

cigarettes. All this increases are made to discourage smokers. 



 

The most expensive cigarettes are found in the remaining countries in this list. Let’s head to the last half of the 10 most 

expensive countries to buy cigarettes in the world. 

5. Iceland 

Average cigarette pack price: $9.51 

Along with expensive prices, cigarettes are heavily regulated in Iceland. In order to purchase one you have to prove with 

identification that you are at least 18 years old. You can also only buy cigarettes from approved retailers and you won’t find any 

vending machines for them here. It is also illegal to show it in most places in the country. 

 

4. United Kingdom 

Average cigarette pack price: $12.25 

Because of the high prices of cigarettes in the country, many people are looking to buy outside the country and even resort to 

buying smuggled goods. In just the past year there has been an increase of 40% in price. It is also being debated whether or not 

manufacturers would be producing non-branded packets with graphic warnings about the risks of smoking. 

 

3. Norway 

Average cigarette pack price: $14.48 

Norway is not really a place where cigarette consumption is heavy. It still fetches one of the highest prices in the world though. 

If you were to smoke a pack of cigarettes a day, it would cost you around $5,500 by the end of the year. 

 

 2. New Zealand 

Average cigarette pack price: $14.67 

In New Zealand, taxes for cigarettes continue to increase. The tax increase started three years ago and has now risen up to 40% 

with the 10% increase last year. Now a pack of cigarettes costs around $17 and has caused many smokers to quit. 



 

 1. Australia 

Average cigarette pack price: $16.11      (HK$ 126) 

The prices of cigarettes are so high in Australia that it is expected to climb near $1 a stick. Taxes have been increasing and 
according to the government, the increases are expected to affect hundreds of thousands of smokers in the country. 

 This has been the (non-exhaustive)  list of 10 most expensive countries to buy cigarettes in the world. The causes 
for these high prices are good since they promote people to quit the vice. 

 

 
http://www.who.int/tobacco/economics/taxation/en/ 
 



Cigarette Prices

International Cigarette Prices
Do you want to know how much the cigarettes cost before you travel to a foreign country or state? At Cigaretteprices.net you can find international
cigarette prices from all over the world. The prices are for a 20 piece pack of Marlboro (taxes included). Usually the price of similar brands like Camel,
Pall Mall, Winston, Prince, Lucky Strike and Chesterfield are about the same. If you find information that needs to be updated or if you can contribute
with the price in any country that is missing you are welcome to e-mail us by using the contact form at the bottom of the page. The cigarette prices are
in euros and US dollars and are of course approximate.

If you are looking for buying cigarettes online check out our Cigarette store reviews  here. 
If you want to make Money by promoting cigarettes go here. 

EUROPE

The many countries and the wide range of economic situations make Europe a continent with a wide range of prices. In the bottom we have eastern
European countries like Belarus, Kazakhstan and Moldova where you can get a pack of Marlboro for around one euro. In the top there are western
countries like Ireland and Norway where a pack of cigarettes cost ten times as much. 

Country                                                        In Euro         In US Dollar

Tired of increasing taxes? Buy tax free cigarettes here.

Albania
Andorra
Armenia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Belarus
Belgium
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Georgia
Germany
Gibraltar (UK)
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland
Italy
Kazakhstan
Latvia
Lichtenstein
Lithuania
Luxemburg
Macedonia
Malta
Moldova
Monaco
Montenegro
Netherlands (Holland)
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russia
Serbia
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden   
Switzerland     
Turkey 
Ukraine
United Kingdom 
Vatican City                     

1.4 (2015)
2.9 (2015)
1.2 (2015)
5.5 (2015)
1.7 (2015)
1.3 (2015)
6.2 (2015)
2.0 (2015)
2.9 (2015)
3.3 (2015)
5.4 (2015)
3.8 (2015)
6.1 (2015)
2.4 (2015)
6.7 (2015)
7.3 (2015)
1.2 (2015)
6.1 (2015)
3.3 (2015)
4.6 (2015)
3.2 (2015)
7.3 (2015)
9.6 (2015)
5.7 (2015)
1.0 (2015)
2.9 (2015)
7.4 (2015)
3.0 (2015)
5.5 (2015)
2.6 (2015)
4.9 (2015)
1.1 (2015)
6.9 (2015)
2.5 (2015)
6.3 (2015)
13.3 (2015)
3.5 (2015)
4.8 (2015)
3.4 (2015)
1.5 (2015)
1.8 (2015)
3.3 (2015)
3.1 (2015)
5.3 (2015)
6.8 (2015)
7.3 (2015)
3.9 (2015)
1.2 (2015)
9.7 (2015)
6.3 (2015)

1.6 (2015)
2.9 (2015)
1.4 (2015)
6.2 (2015)
1.9 (2015)
1.5 (2015)
7 .0 (2015)
2.3 (2015)
3.3 (2015)
3.7  (2015)
6.1 (2015)
4.3 (2015)
6.9 (2015)
2.7  (2015)
7 .6 (2015)
8.3 (2015)
1.3 (2015)
6.9 (2015)
3.7  (2015)
5.2 (2015)
3.6 (2015)
8.2 (2015)
10.9 (2015)
6.5 (2015)
1.1 (2015)
3.3 (2015)
8.4 (2015)
3.4 (2015)
6.2 (2015)
2.9 (2015)
5.5 (2015)
1.2 (2015)
7 .8 (2015)
2.8 (2015)
7 .1 (2015)
15.1 (2015)
3.9 (2015)
5.4 (2015)
3.8 (2015)
1.7  (2015)
2.0 (2015)
3.7  (2015)
3.5 (2015)
6.0 (2015)
7 .7  (2015)
8.3 (2015)
4.4 (2015)
1.3 (2015)
11.0 (2015)
7 .1 (2015)
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ASIA

The world’s largest continent also has a lot of countries, but the prices don’t differ as much as in Europe. Mostly cigarettes are cheap I Asia. Some of the

exceptions are Brunei, Turkmenistan and Singapore. No one is close to the prices in Norway though. 

Country                                                     In Euro                   In US Dollar

Tired of increasing taxes? Buy tax free cigarettes here. 

NORTH AMERICA

The range of prices in United States is the biggest one in one single country. You can save about 8 dollars on one packet of cigarettes if you go from
New York to South Carolina. Amongst the other North American countries Canada go for the high taxes and Mexico sticks with the low prices. In

CENTRAL ASIA
Kazakhstan
Kyrgyzstan
Tajikistan
Turkmenistan
Uzbekistan

EASTERN ASIA
CHINA
Jilin
Hunan
Sichuan
Guangdong
Heilongjiang
Jiangxi
Liaoning
Shaanxi

Hong Kong
Japan
Macao
Mongolia
South Korea
Taiwan

NORTHERN ASIA
Russia

SOUTHEASTERN ASIA
Brunei
Burma
Cambodia
Indonesia
Laos
Malaysia
Myanmar
Philippines
Singapore
Thailand
Timor-Leste
Vietnam

SOUTHERN ASIA
Afghanistan
Bangladesh
INDIA
Andra Pradesh
Dehli
Goa
Karnatahe
Maharashtra
Rajasthan
Tamil Nadu
West Bengal

Maldives
Nepal
Pakistan
Sri Lanka

WESTERN ASIA
Armenia
Azerbaijan
Bahrain
Cyprus
Georgia
Iran
Iraq
Israel
Jordan
Kuwait
Lebanon
Oman
Palestine
Qatar
Saudi Arabia
Syria
Turkey
United Arab Emirates
Yemen

0.8 (2014)
0.7 (2013)
1.9 (2013)
4.4 (2013)
0.9 (2014)

1.9 (2013)
1.6 (2013)
1.4 (2013)
2.2 (2012)
1.0 (2013)
1.8 (2013)
1.2 (2012)
1.9 (2013)

5.0 (2013)
3.9 (2014)
2.8 (2013)
0.9 (2014)
1.6 (2014)
2.2 (2013)

1.3 (2014)

4.8 (2013)
1.5 (2012)
0.7 (2014)
1.0 (2014)
1.0 (2014)
2.4 (2014)
1.6 (2013)
0.7 (2013)
7.6 (2013)
1.9 (2014)
0.7 (2014)
1.3 (2014)

3.4 (2012)
1.3 (2014)

1.4 (2013)
1.6 (2013)
1.2 (2013)
1.4 (2013)
1.4 (2013)
1.1 (2013)
1.4 (2013)
1.6 (2013)

2.0 (2013)
0.9 (2014)
0.9 (2014)
2.6 (2014)

1.4 (2014)
1.4 (2014)
1.6 (2013)
4.5 (2014)
1.4 (2013)
1.5 (2014)
1.4 (2013)
3.9 (2014)
1.8 (2014)
1.6 (2013)
1.1 (2014)
1.3 (2014)
4.5 (2013)
1.9 (2013)
1.2 (2014)
1.8 (2014)
3.2 (2014)
1.4 (2014)
1.2 (2013)

1.1 (20134
1.0 (2013)
2.5 (2013)
5.7 (2013)
1.2 (2014)

2.4 (2013)
2.0 (2013)
1.8 (2013)
2.9 (2012)
1.3 (2013)
2.3 (2013)
1.6 (2012)
2.4 (2013)

6.4 (2013)
5.3 (2014)
3.6 (2013)
1.2 (2014)
2.2 (2014)
2.9 (2013)

1.7 (2014)

6.1 (2013)
2.0 (2012)
1.0 (2014)
1.4 (2014)
1.4 (2014)
3.3 (2014)
2.0 (2013)
1.0 (2013)
9.7 (2013)
2.6 (2014)
1.0 (2014)
1.7 (2014)

4.4 (2012)
1.7 (2014)

1.8 (2013)
2.0 (2013)
1.5 (2013)
1.8 (2013)
1.8 (2013)
1.4 (2013)
1.8 (2013)
2.0 (2013)

2.6 (2013)
1.2 (2014)
1.2 (2014)
3.6 (2014)

1.9 (2014)
1.9 (2014)
2.1 (2013)
6.0 (2014)
1.8 (2013)
2.0 (2014)
1.8 (2013)
5.3 (2014)
2.4 (2014)
2.1 (2013)
1.5 (2014)
1.7 (2014)
5.8 (2013)
2.5 (2013)
1.6 (2014)
2.4 (2014)
4.4 (2014)
1.9 (2014)
1.5 (2013)
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Central America and Caribbean the prices are also mostly low.  

Country                                                     In Euro                   In US Dollar

SOUTH AMERICA

In the few South American countries the prices are low. The two exceptions, Venezuela and French Guiana, have still pretty small prices compared to

most of the western world countries. No idea to travel far for cigarettes if you are not going from the big exception Falkland Islands to Argentina or

Bolivia. 

Country                                                     In Euro                  In US Dollar

Bermuda
Canada
Mexico

USA
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delawere
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio    
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Virgin Islands
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming

CENTRAL AMERICA
Belize
Costa Rica
El Salvador
Guatemala
Honduras
Nicaragua
Panama

CARIBBEAN
Antigua and Barbuda
Aruba
Bahamas
Barbados
British Virgin Islands (UK)
Cayman Islands (UK)
Cuba
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Guyana
Grenada
Haiti
Jamaica
Martinique (France)
Puerto Rico (US)
Saint Lucia
Trinidad and Tobago
Turks and Caicos Islands (UK)
United States Virgin Islands (US)

9.4 (2015)
8.0 (2015)
2.7 (2015)

5.0 (2015)
8.6 (2015)
6.4 (2015)
5.0 (2015)
5.5 (2015)
5.9 (2015)
7.8 (2015)
5.5 (2015)
6.4 (2015)
4.6 (2015)
9.1 (2015)
5.0 (2015)
5.9 (2015)
5.3 (2015)
4.4 (2015)
5.0 (2015)
4.6 (2015)
4.5 (2015)
6.8 (2015)
6.2 (2015)
9.1 (2015)
6.8 (2015)
7.3 (2015)
5.4(2015)
4.6 (2015)
5.8 (2015)
5.4 (2015)
6.4 (2015)
5.9 (2015)
7.5 (2015)
6.2 (2015)
11.0 (2015)
4.4 (2015)
4.6 (2015)
5.5 (2015)
5.0 (2015)
5.5 (2015)
5.6 (2015)
7.8 (2015)
4.7 (2015)
5.6 (2015)
4.8 (2015)
6.5 (2015)
6.4 (2015)
7.3 (2015)
4.4 (2015)
3.1 (2015)
6.4 (2015)
4.6 (2015)
6.9 (2015)
4.1 (2013)

4.8 (2014)
1.1 (2014)
1.3 (2014)
1.4 (2014)
1.1 (2014)
0.8 (2014)
2.5 (2014)

1.5 (2014)
7.3 (2013)
4.4 (2014)
5.7 (2014)
1.9 (2013)
5.6 (2013)
0.8 (2014)
2.4 (2014)
2.5 (2014)
0.8 (2014)
4.1 (2014)
1.9 (2014)
3.5 (2014)
7.0 (2014)
4.8 (2014)
2.0 (2014)
3.1 (2014)
3.5 (2013)
2.7 (2013)

10,3 (2015)
8.8 (2015)
3.0 (2015)

5.5 (2015)
9.4 (2015)
7.0 (2015)
5.5 (2015)
6.0 (2015)
6.5 (2015)
8.5 (2015)
6.0 (2015)
7.0 (2015)
5.0 (2015)
10.0 (2015)
5.5 (2015)
6.5 (2015)
5.8 (2015)
4.8 (2015)
5.5 (2015)
5.0 (2015)
4.9 (2015)
7.5 (2015)
6.8 (2015)
10.0 (2015)
7.5 (2015)
8.0 (2015)
5.9 (2015)
5.0 (2015)
6.3 (2015)
5.9 (2015)
7.0 (2015)
6.5 (2015)
8.2 (2015)
6.8 (2015)
12.0 (2015)
4.8 (2015)
5.0 (2015)
6.0 (2015)
5.5 (2015)
6.2 (2015)
6.1 (2015)
8.5 (2015)
5.1 (2015)
6.1 (2015)
5.2 (2015)
7.1 (2015)
7.0 (2015)
8.0 (2015)
4.8 (2015)
3.4 (2015)
7.0 (2015)
5.0 (2015)
7.6 (2015)
5.2 (2013)

6.4 (2014)
1.5 (2014)
1.7 (2014)
1.9 (2014)
1.5 (2014)
1.1 (2014)
3.3 (2014)

2.5 (2014)
9.6 (2013)
6.3 (2014)
6.0 (2014)
2.5 (2013)
7.3 (2013)
1.2 (2014)
3.0 (2014)
3.0 (2014)
1.5 (2014)
7.0 (2014)
2.5 (2014)
4.4 (2014)
9.2 (2014)
6.0 (2014)
3.0 (2014)
4.0 (2014)
4.6 (2013)
3.5 (2013)
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OCEANIA

Oceania is the most expensive part of the world when it comes to cigarettes. The keywords are probably isolated islands, caring governments and tuff
custom services. With a big boat with a lot of space for cigarette cartons I guess you could make a lot of money fast. 

Country                                                     In Euro                   In US Dollar

AFRICA

Not surprisingly Africa is a really cheap continent for smokers. In countries like Zimbabwe and Senegal you almost smoke for free. The big exception is
Seychelles. It’s all about isolated islands and tuff custom services again. And rich tourists of course. 

Country                                                     In Euro                   In US Dollar

More on Cigaretteprices.net

Thank you for visiting our site. Hope you found what you where looking for and  enjoyed it. If you are interested in more than just the prices of
cigarettes you can check out our following parts of the site: 

Argentina
Bolivia
Brazil
Chile
Colombia
Ecuador
Falkland Islands (UK)
French Guiana (France)
Guyana
Paraguay
Peru
Suriname
Uruguay
Venezuela

1.3 (2014)
1.6 (2014)
2.0 (2014)
2.8 (2014)
1.3 (2014)
1.9 (2014)
7.3 (2014)
3.5 (2014)
1.9 (2014)
1.0 (2014)
1.9 (2014)
1.6 (2014)
2.7 (2014)
3.5 (2014)

1.7 (2014)
2.1 (2014)
2.7 (2014)
3.8 (2014)
1.8 (2014)
2.5 (2014)
9.4 (2014)
4.5 (2014)
2.5 (2014)
1.3 (2014)
2.5 (2014)
2.1 (2014)
3.6 (2014)
4.7 (2014)

AUSTRALASIA
Australia
New Zealand

MELANESIA
Fiji
New Caledonia (France)

Papa New Guinea
Vanuatu

MICRONESIA
Federal states of Micronesia
Guam (US)
Marshall Islands 

POLYNESIA
French Polynesia (France)
Hawaii (US)

13.9 (2014)
11.8 (2014)

4.1 (2012)
7.6 (2012)

3.6 (2014)
8.0 (2012)

2.7 (2012)
5.1 (2012)
2.4 (2010)

7.8 (2011)
6.7 (2012)

17.4 (2014)
14.8 (2014)

5.1 (2012)
9.4 (2012)

4.9 (2014)
10.0 (2012)

3.3 (2012)
6.4 (2012)
3.0 (2010)

9.7 (2011)
9.0 (2012)

Algeria
Angola
Botswana
Cameroon
Cape Verde
Congo
Cote d'Ivoire (The Ivory Coast)
Djibouti
Egypt
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Ethiopia
Gabon
Gambia
Ghana
Guinea
Guinea-Bissao
Kenya
Lesotho
Liberia
Libya
Madagascar
Malawi
Mali
Mauritania
Mauritius
Morocco
Mozambique
Nigeria
Senegal
Seychelles
Somalia
South Africa
Sudan
Swatziland
Tanzania
Tunisia
Uganda
Zambia
Zimbabwe

1.4 (2014)
1.5 (2014)
3.0 (2014)
0.8 (2014)
2.3 (2014)
1.6 (2014)
1.1 (2014)
0.9 (2014)
1.9 (2014)
0.8 (2014)
2.1 (2013)
1.6 (2014)
1.3 (2014)
0.8 (2014)
2.4 (2014)
0.9 (2014)
0.8 (2013)
1.3 (2014)
2.3 (2014)
0.8 (2014)
2.6 (2014)
3.2 (2014)
1.6 (2014)
1.6 (2014)
1.5 (2014)
3.4 (2014)
2.9 (2014)
2.6 (2014)
1.0 (2014)
1.0 (2014)
2.8 (2014)
1.7 (2014)
2.4 (2014)
1.6 (2014)
2.6 (2014)
1.9 (2014)
2.2 (2014)
1.5 (2014)
1.4 (2014)
1.6 (2014)

1.9 (2014)
2.0 (2014)
2.8 (2014)
2.0 (2014)
2.6 (2014)
2.0 (2014)
2.6 (2014)
1.0 (2014)
2.0 (2014)
1.9 (2014)
2.8 (2013)
2.5 (2014)
1.9 (2014)
0.8 (2014)
3.4 (2014)
1.1 (2014)
1.0 (2013)
1.6 (2014)
3.3 (2014)
1.0 (2014)
2.9 (2014)
4.0 (2014)
2.8 (2014)
3.0 (2014)
2.4 (2014)
3.8 (2014)
4.0 (2014)
2.6 (2014)
2.3 (2014)
1.2 (2014)
5.6 (2014)
1.0 (2014)
3.3 (2014)
4.0 (2014)
2.1 (2014)
2.0 (2014)
3.1 (2014)
1.7 (2014)
1.9 (2014)
1.0 (2014)
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First Last

If you are thinking about buying cigarettes online you should go to our “Cigarette store reviews” here. 

If you want to look at funny clips about cigarettes check out the “Cigarette clips” here. 

If you are looking for other interesting sites about tobacco and cigarettes you can find them under “Links” here. 

Find news about tobacco and cigarettes in our "Cigarette news blog" here. 

Read the history about cigarettes in "History of cigarettes" here. 

Please contact us

Name *

Email *

Comment *

SUBMITSUBMIT
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