
Personal
tools

Log in
Register
Subscriptions

Channel  Country

European Parliament safeguards health in TTIP,
says No to 'business as usual' ISDS
08 July 2015 
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Today, the European Parliament adopted its Initiative report with recommendations to the
European Commission on the negotiations for the Transatlantic Trade and Investment
Partnership (TTIP). EPHA and EHN welcome the report as it includes vital safeguards for
public health, and sends a clear signal that the controversial Investor-to-State Dispute
Settlement system (ISDS) must be reformed.

 It is essential that EU trade agreements do not limit the ability of national governments to
legislate to protect and promote health and prevent negative health impacts such as
cardiovascular diseases (CVD), especially heart disease and stroke, and related risk
factors.

As the European Parliament will have a final say on TTIP, it is crucial that MEPs have set
down some red lines assuring citizens that fundamental European standards –
especially those protecting health and preventing disease - will not be compromised in
EU trade deals. The European Parliament has clearly signaled that TTIP must not take
precedence over the right of the EU and national governments to regulate in the public
interest.

"Today's main public health challenges in the EU are chronic diseases and obesity. The
growing prevalence of these conditions is largely the result of changes in the economic
and social environment. Tackling the underlying causes requires innovative policies.
These policies must be allowed to prove their effectiveness and not be seen as trade
nuisances," said Susanne Løgstrup, Director of the European Heart Network, Member of
the TTIP Advisory Group.

The European Parliament has clearly stated that the proposed ISDS is not fit for purpose
and requires reform. The public health community agrees: it has the potential to induce a
"regulatory chill", discouraging governments from introducing health protection
measures. For example, national laws requiring plain packaging for cigarettes. The
Parliament has made clear that business as usual is no longer an option and the
European Commission has to change the system fundamentally. Specifically, the
Parliament supported by large majority (447 for, 229 against, 30 abstentions) an
amendment put forward by President Schulz calling "to replace the ISDS-system with a
new system" where "private interests cannot undermine public policy objectives". The
report also references President Juncker's political guidelines, which state that is it
unacceptable for the jurisdiction of courts in the Member States to be limited by special
regimes for investment disputes.

Specifically, the Parliament supported [by large majority] an amendment put forward by
President Schulz calling "to replace the ISDS-system with a new system" where "private
interests cannot undermine public policy objectives". The report also references
President Juncker's political guidelines, which state that is it unacceptable for the
jurisdiction of courts in the Member States to be limited by special regimes for investment
disputes.

However, the Parliament's consensus position on ISDS falls short of making a clear

EU NEWS
AGENDA
GUIDES
ANALYSIS
LAW
ECONOMY
STATS
POLITICS
SUMMARIES
TEXTS

TENDERS
FUNDING
RESEARCH
TRADEMARKS
PATENTS
COUNTRIES
COMPANIES
LAW FIRMS
NGOS
DOMAINS
TOOLS
TRANSLATE
FX
CONVERT
EU TERMS

ADVERTISE
SUBSCRIBE
ABOUT US
CONTACT
FEEDS

EPHA logo

EPHA is a change agent - Europe's leading
NGO advocating for better health. We are a
dynamic member-led non-profit association
registered in Belgium. (AISBL).

EPHA - latest news

European Parliament safeguards health in
TTIP, says No to 'business as usual' ISDS

Launch of the MEP Friends of the Liver
Interest group to tackle a silent epidemic

OECD joins European Parliament and
Ministers in calling for new alcohol policies

European Parliament Resolution calls for
new EU Alcohol Strategy

EPHA calls on new Commission president
to put people's needs first

TTIP group members urge Commission to
drop business v state dispute resolution

European Council puts people living in
Europe closer to a tobacco regulation better
fit for purpose - EPHA

Public health must be at the heart of the EU
regulation of e-cigarettes

A Call for Action - The Vilnius Declaration

Eurocare & EPHA response to misleading
industry campaign ahead of 13th meeting of
European Alcohol & Health Forum

The clock is at five-to-twelve for antibiotic
resistance

Presswire
European Parliament
safeguards health in
TTIP, says No to
'business as usual'
ISDS

European Patent Office
revokes Altor BioScience
patent

Telmat Industrie has
just launched in the UK
its new automatic body
measurement system:
The SYMCAD III 3D Body
Scanner

Services Directive:
Points of Single Contact
underperforming, study
reveals

Business groups
divided over merits of
Britain's EU
membership

More…

EU Blog
Achievements of Latvia's
EU presidency

Priority for apprentices

EU data protection rules
set for overhaul

More…

Forum
Stakes rise in greece

Whistle Blowing

IMF 'ready to assist
Greece if requested':
Lagarde

More…

Skip
to
content.
|
Skip
to
navigation

Sections

Partners  | Community  | Press  | Jobs  | Events  | Discussion  | Publications  | Links

You are here:  Home → Members → European Public Health Alliance → European Parliament safeguards health in TTIP, says No to 'business as usual' ISDS

European Parliament safeguards health in TTIP, says No to 'business as usual' ISDS — EU - European Union business news and information | eubusiness.com 09-Jul-15

http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/epha/ttip-health 1 / 2

http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/epha/ttip-health#documentContent
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/epha/ttip-health#portlet-navigation-tree
http://www.eubusiness.com/login_form
http://www.eubusiness.com/join_form
http://www.eubusiness.com/my_subscriptions
http://www.eubusiness.com/
http://www.eubusiness.com/partners
http://www.eubusiness.com/community
http://www.eubusiness.com/press
http://www.eubusiness.com/jobs
http://www.eubusiness.com/events
http://www.eubusiness.com/discussion
http://www.eubusiness.com/EUbooks
http://www.eubusiness.com/links
http://www.eubusiness.com/
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/epha
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/epha
http://www.eubusiness.com/EUnews
http://www.eubusiness.com/events/EUcalendar
http://www.eubusiness.com/guides
http://www.eubusiness.com/features
http://www.eubusiness.com/topics/eulaw
http://www.eubusiness.com/topics/finance
http://www.eubusiness.com/topics/factsfig
http://www.eubusiness.com/topics/politics
http://www.eubusiness.com/topics/eulaw/summaries
http://www.eubusiness.com/documents
http://www.eubusiness.com/tenders
http://www.eubusiness.com/funding
http://www.eubusiness.com/topics/research/projects
http://www.eubusiness.com/trademarks
http://www.eubusiness.com/patents
http://www.eubusiness.com/europe
http://www.eubusiness.com/europages
http://www.eubusiness.com/topics/eulaw/firms
http://www.eubusiness.com/ngos
http://www.eubusiness.com/EUdomains
http://www.eubusiness.com/resources
http://www.eubusiness.com/resources/ectaco/
http://www.eubusiness.com/topics/fx
http://www.eubusiness.com/Currency-converter
http://www.eubusiness.com/topics/eulaw/key-eu-terms
http://www.eubusiness.com/Advertise
http://www.eubusiness.com/Newswire/NewsletterTheme_subscribeForm
http://www.eubusiness.com/aboutus
http://www.eubusiness.com/contact-info
http://www.eubusiness.com/aboutus/eubusiness-rss
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/epha
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/epha/ttip-health
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/epha/liver-disease
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/epha/alcohol-2
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/epha/alcohol-strategy
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/epha/juncker
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/epha/ttip
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/epha/tobacco-regulation
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/epha/e-cigarettes
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/epha/vilnius-declaration
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/epha/alcohol-health
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/epha/antibiotics
http://www.eubusiness.com/press
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/epha/ttip-health
http://www.eubusiness.com/focus/epo-chimps
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/ubi/Telmat
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/eurochambres/contact
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/redflagalert/uk-eu
http://www.eubusiness.com/press
http://www.eubusiness.com/blogs
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/nickprag/latvia-pres
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/nickprag/eafa
http://www.eubusiness.com/Members/nickprag/data-rules
http://www.eubusiness.com/blogs
http://www.eubusiness.com/discussion
http://www.eubusiness.com/news-eu/greece-economy.12pk/talkback/1436364621
http://www.eubusiness.com/news-eu/luxembourg-economy.10vi/talkback/1436274463
http://www.eubusiness.com/news-eu/greece-politics.12z7/talkback/1436254118
http://www.eubusiness.com/discussion


eubusiness.com © EUbusiness Ltd 2015

However, the Parliament's consensus position on ISDS falls short of making a clear
reform recommendation. Public health organisations remain concerned that partial
reform could lead to the institutionalisation of arbitration, against the public interest.

"The MEPs are adding their voices to 150,000 citizens who said No to ISDS in a public
consultation earlier this year. Now it's time for the Commission to finally listen to the
public and do away with an fatally flawed, undemocratic, opaque private arbitration
system which allows companies to sue sovereign governments for protecting us from
dangers to our health", concluded Nina Renshaw, EPHA Secretary General and Member
of the TTIP Advisory Group.

EPHA is a change agent - Europe's leading NGO advocating for better health. We are a
dynamic member-led non-profit association registered in Belgium. (AISBL).
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