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Dear Legco Panel on Health Services, July 9'" 2009

Many falsehoods are spoken about smoking bans. ‘Bans are bad for business’ say the tobacco side and its paid

henchmen. Contrary to their deliberate lies, Hong Kong restaurant receipts went up from HKS$ 51 billion in pre

ban 2005 to $79 billion in post ban 2008 thus defeating all ‘doom and gloom ‘ forecasts issued by tobacco friendly

parties and 2006 was the last year when smoking was allowed in restaurants. Clearly, the year on year issue of

trade licences is a good barometer to measure how Hong Kong businesses are performing.

Data from the Census and Statistics department website is provided below:
Comparing pre smoking ban 2006 with post smoking ban April 2009 we find :
406 more liquor licensed premises than 2006

41 more club liquor licensed premises than 2006

288 more General restaurants than 2006

139 more Light refreshment restaurants than 2006

29 more Karaoke restaurants than 2006

Comparison of Hong Kong licensed premises open pre smoking ban and post smoking ban

1997 2005 2006 2007 2008 Dec
Liquor licensed 3589 4742 4604 4842 4995
Club liquor licensed 335 466 442 461 499
General restaurants 6219 7647 7643 7694 7845
Light Refreshment restaurant 1799 2828 2843 2870 2957
Karaoke restaurant 25 50 64 77
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Source: Table 19.3

http://www.censtatd.gov.hk/products_and_services/products/publications/statistical_report/general_statistical_digest/index_cd_B1010003_dt_latest.jsp

Source 2009 Table 10.10

http://www.censtatd.gov.hk/products_and_services/products/publications/statistical_report/general_statistical _digest/index_cd B1010002_dt_latest.jsp

Table source : www.cleartheair,org.hk

Yours sincerely,
James Middleton
Chairman anti tobacco committee

www.cleartheair.org.hk
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(cont’d)  Municipal Services Licences and Permits in Force by Type
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