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Dear  Leg co  Pan e l  on  H ea lt h  Se r v ic es ,                    Ju ly  9
t h

 20 09  

Many  fa l s ehoo ds  a re  s poken  a bou t  smok i ng  b an s.  ‘B an s  a re  b ad  fo r  b us i ness ’  s ay  t he  to bac co  s i de  a n d i ts  pa i d  

he nc hm e n.  Co nt ra ry  to  t h ei r  de l i b e rate  l i es  ,  Ho ng  Kong  resta u ra nt  rec ei p ts  we nt  u p  f rom HK$ 5 1  b i l l i on i n  p re  

ba n 2 005  to  $7 9 b i l l io n in  post  ba n  200 8 th u s  d efeat i ng  a l l  ‘doom  a nd  g loom ‘  forecasts  i s s ued by  to bac co  f r ie n d ly  

pa rt ies  an d 2 006  was t he  l ast  year  wh e n smok in g was a l lowed  i n  resta u ra nts .  C l ear ly,  th e year  on  yea r  i s s ue  of  

t rad e l i ce nc es  i s  a  good  b a rometer  to  m eas ure how H ong  Kon g b us i ness es  a re  p er form i ng .  

Data  f rom th e Ce n su s  an d Stat i st ics  d e pa rt me nt  web si te  i s  prov id ed be low :  

Compar i ng p re  s moki n g ba n 20 06 w it h  po st  s moki n g ba n Apr i l  2 009  we f in d  :  

406 more l i quo r  l i c e ns ed prem is es  t ha n 2 00 6  

41  mo re  c l u b l i q uor  l i c e ns ed  p remi s es  t ha n 20 06  

288 more Ge n e ra l  resta u rants  th an  200 6  

139 more L i g ht  ref res hm e nt  restau ra nts  t ha n 20 06  

29  mo re  Ka raoke restau ra nts  t ha n 2 006  

Comparison of Hong Kong licensed premises open pre smoking ban and post smoking ban 

 

 

1997 2005 2006 2007 2008 Dec 2009 Apr 

Liquor licensed 3589 4742 4604 4842 4995 5010 

Club liquor licensed 335 466 442 461 499 483 

General restaurants 6219 7647 7643 7694 7845 7931 

Light Refreshment restaurant 1799 2828 2843 2870 2957 2982 

Karaoke restaurant   25 50 64 77 79 

       Source: Table 19.3 

      http://www.censtatd.gov.hk/products_and_services/products/publications/statistical_report/general_statistical_digest/index_cd_B1010003_dt_latest.jsp 

       Source 2009 Table 10.10 

      http://www.censtatd.gov.hk/products_and_services/products/publications/statistical_report/general_statistical_digest/index_cd_B1010002_dt_latest.jsp  

Table source : www.cleartheair,org.hk 

      

You rs  s inc ere ly,  

James Middleton 

Cha irma n a nt i  to ba cc o co mmitte e  

www.c leart hea ir. org . hk  
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